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APPROPRIATION (RECURRENT 2021–22) BILL 2021 
APPROPRIATION (CAPITAL 2021–22) BILL 2021 

Second Reading — Cognate Debate 
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
MS J.L. HANNS (Collie–Preston) [3.28 pm]: Prior to the lunchbreak I was talking about the support the Labor 
government has given to the Collie–Preston electorate in the lead-up to some changes that will be occurring in the 
coal and energy sectors. This particular decision was made in the previous term of government and was centred on 
the fact that the energy market and the energy system in Western Australia is changing and that the significant uptake 
of rooftop solar has changed demand within the south west interconnected system. The government recognised 
the impact of that not only for Collie–Preston, but also right across the south west economy, which meant that our 
particular region needed significant support. One of the ways that the government has supported this area is through 
the Collie industry attraction and development fund, the Collie Futures fund and the Just Transition process. The 
Just Transition process brings together unions, industry leaders, affected workers, TAFE for the training sector, 
local schools, local government and a significant state government commitment through resourcing this particular 
Just Transition group. The McGowan government has received national and international recognition for how it has 
transitioned workers to industries of the future when decisions like these are made. The McGowan government 
has again demonstrated its respect for the local workers and our communities by investing a further $20 million in 
this budget into the industry attraction and development fund. This fund is specifically designed to attract industries 
to the Collie region to allow workers to transition from current jobs in coal and power generation through to new 
opportunities that are created by this funding. This is in stark contrast to the Liberal Party’s energy plan in the 
lead-up to the 2021 election. I am very sad that nobody from the opposition is in the house to listen to this today. The 
Liberals’ energy plan was not very well received in the Collie area. In fact, it had a plan to close the power stations 
by 2024. Once that particular announcement was made, the poor Liberal candidate for Collie–Preston was really 
never seen again. She did not get any warning or heads up about that particular plan and what it would do to her 
ability to run effectively as a candidate for the Liberal Party in Collie–Preston. The Nationals WA candidate also did 
not have a response for days, and, unless I have missed it, I do not know that the Nationals have an energy plan for 
Western Australia. It is an error on the part of the Nationals, given that it is in opposition. 
In contrast, the McGowan government works with communities to transition workers away from transitional industries. 
We are a government that does not just lock the gate and walk away from our workers. The industry attraction and 
development fund will allow workers to transition and develop the high-valued skills needed to work in industries 
of the future. An example of this from the previous term of government is the investment in tourism in the Collie–Preston 
area. Yesterday, I took the Minister for Tourism; Culture and the Arts; Heritage to look at some of the attractions 
in Collie, including the Wellington Dam wall, which I have discussed several times in this house. In Collie, we also 
have the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety’s licensing centre, which was an initiative to devolve 
licensing services to the regions. This year the government has invested in the Cannaponics medicinal cannabis 
processing facility in Collie. It will bring in significantly more than a matched amount of private investment 
from Cannaponics with the project estimated to be worth $20 million. Cannaponics has secured funding under 
the Collie Futures fund of $2 million. The investment has attracted Cannaponics to set up in Collie and it has created 
a significant number of jobs for the region. International Graphite is another company that has taken advantage of 
the Collie Futures fund. It will bring the processing of graphite to Collie and it will create jobs for the future and 
jobs in future technologies. 
The $20 million Labor government contribution in this budget is a top-up of the initial $80 million used to create 
industry investment in future jobs for our community. In fact, this government is investing in jobs for not only 
Collie–Preston, but also the south west in general. I have talked several times about how the Collie–Preston 
economy is linked very closely to the health of the economy across the whole of the south west. In considering the 
interrelationship between these two local economies, in this budget the McGowan government has also invested in 
local manufacturing in the south west. In the metropolitan region, we have brought back local manufacturing through 
the Metronet process and with the building of railcars at the Bellevue Assembly Facility. It has been announced that 
$2 million will go towards a feasibility study on the development of a south west advanced manufacturing hub in the 
Bunbury Geographe region to create a project similar in scale to that of the Australian Marine Complex at Henderson, 
in the Perth metropolitan area. This will again create local jobs in the manufacturing industry in the south west of 
Western Australia. I am excited to see what job opportunities that brings for not only the Collie region, but also 
the south west. This particular location in the south west—it would be great if it was located in the Collie–Preston 
region—will take advantage of the fact that we already have an existing road and rail network, a skilled workforce 
and a port. Included in the geographical advantages is the fact that we are located close to Perth and the south west 
region, which creates a lifestyle that we enjoy. 
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The McGowan Labor government is creating new jobs right across Western Australia, including in Collie–Preston. 
It is creating jobs in areas where communities can thrive and not have to rely on jobs in FIFO workforce in remote 
locations. It is creating jobs whereby people, such as my husband and our friends, can come home every night—
unless they are night-shift workers. That is why my family and I moved to Collie from Perth in the first place. 
This budget also focuses significantly on skills training. It continues to prioritise skills training for all 
Western Australians. This budget has made a significant investment in continuing the Lower Fees, Local Skills 
program. Over the last term of government, the enrolments for South Regional TAFE in Bunbury, and all the 
campuses that sit within South Regional TAFE, have increased by 20 per cent as a result of this program. The 
budget also features a $25 million upgrade to TAFE’s facilities and equipment so that lecturers and students can 
work with state-of-the-art equipment that will replicate what they are likely to see in industry when they get jobs 
within the local area. We are making sure that WA’s TAFE graduates enter the workplace with training that 
prepares them for twenty-first century jobs. 
I am very pleased to see $29.8 million in the budget to provide 8 000 additional vocational education and training 
placements in schools in Western Australia. Part of my previous role was working as a vocational education and 
training coordinator in schools. I enabled students to access training while at school, continuing their education 
and improving their literacy and numeracy standards to be able to graduate from high school and achieve within 
a workplace. Part of that training occurred in years 11 and 12 whereby students were also able to complete certificate II 
and III level training. This enabled them to leave school, as I said, with not only the required literacy and numeracy 
levels, but also qualifications. Often these students finish their pre-apprenticeship at school and are very competitive 
when seeking out apprenticeships and traineeships in further employment post-school. The $19.2 million that this 
budget delivers for a year 9 career taster program is so important. In the good old days when I was a student at 
school, a year 10 student was asked what they wanted to do when they left school. I said that I wanted to be a teacher, 
and that worked out well for me. But it is a decision that a lot of other children do not find particularly easy to make. 
It is very difficult for a year 10 student to make a decision about a future career, for example, boilermaking, when 
they have not tried metalwork at school but are potentially having to choose subjects for years 11 and 12. To be able 
to give year 9 students the opportunity to find out what the careers, jobs and skills look like so that they can make 
informed decisions about their future is an incredible opportunity. I have been pushing for that as a vocational 
education and training coordinator in our schools. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms J.L. HANNS: I am proud that this government has listened to the people who work in schools and who know 
what our young people need, and is funding the programs that need to be funded to give our students the best start 
in life that they can possibly get. 

In addition, $37 million for training will go towards an employer incentive scheme. These are incentives for 
businesses to employ apprentices, including mature-age apprentices, and trainees, allowing them to gain skills. The 
Lower Fees, Local Skills program is aimed at reducing fees in some TAFE courses by 72 per cent. Those subsidised 
courses have been given priority because they are based on the state priority occupation list, or SPOL in education 
speak. That simply means that we are providing incentives for people to study TAFE courses for which there are 
identified skills shortages. The Leader of the Opposition declared in her budget reply that there was a skills shortage 
and that the WA Labor government was doing nothing in the budget to address it. I disagree. This government’s 
investment in TAFE training, vocational training in schools and employer incentive schemes are all aimed to address 
the skills shortage and to provide future jobs and opportunities for all Western Australians. 

There is a saying among teachers that teaching is the only job where I steal things from home and take them to 
work. I must say that I absolutely agree with that. I used to take to school my kids scissors, spare pencils, notebooks 
and shoes and school uniforms that my kids had outgrown. I took their schoolbags which were still serviceable 
and perfectly okay but which my children did not like anymore. I took those things to school and gave them to the 
students who needed them more than my children needed them. 

As a teacher and deputy principal over the past nearly 30 years, the lack of funding around education was never 
more apparent than under the Liberal–National government. In contrast, the McGowan government’s investment in 
quality education for schools in Collie–Preston is outstanding. The McGowan government committed to the 
school’s maintenance program in 2020, which meant that many schools were able to update their maintenance and 
get on top of some of the works that needed to be done. In fact, the member for Hillarys, who is not in the chamber, 
had been a particularly strong advocate for her school that went for nearly 50 years without any proper maintenance 
or works. I am very pleased that she was able to address that as part of her election commitments. The McGowan 
Labor government funded additional education assistants in classrooms. EAs are our guardian angels and unsung 
heroes in the classroom who allow teachers the ability to provide instruction to students. The education assistants 
support the education of those young people as a result of that instruction. 
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We increased the number of school cleaners on school sites during the COVID-19 pandemic. During the previous 
government, under former member for Collie–Preston Hon Mick Murray, Collie Senior High School received 
upgrades of $7.5 million for its classrooms. 

In this budget, $7 million has been set aside for Eaton Community College to build new design and technology 
classrooms, delivering state-of-the-art equipment and resources to that school. The government will also spend 
$1 million on classroom upgrades at Donnybrook District High School. In preparation for the science-based jobs of 
the future, we have allocated funding for Wilson Park Primary School, Allanson Primary School, Treendale Primary 
School, Australind Primary School and Glen Huon Primary School, and Eaton Primary School is receiving a classroom 
upgrade. They are all very worthy recipients, building on the previous recipients of that program. 

I would like to very briefly touch on the fact that as a deputy principal and teacher over many years, I have seen 
lived experiences of children and families at their most vulnerable. Often, the oldest child experiences homelessness, 
domestic violence, substance abuse or extreme mental health issues. The home environment causes the younger 
children in those families to observe and often reflect some of the behaviour that they see. Despite those family 
behaviours, we then expect that those young people will be able to go to school, sit at a desk in the classroom and 
listen to the teacher intently. We know what those students are trying to deal with behind closed doors. Often they 
are carers for family members, dealing with trauma or suffering from mental health issues from the things they have 
observed and experienced. Very sadly, young people are making attempts to take their own lives. These young people 
go to school tired and late. Those behaviours are often picked up by teachers and deputy principals, but the sad reality 
for the children whom we are seeing today is that the teachers and deputy principals are not the right people to deal 
with those very significant and complex issues because they are not adequately trained to do that. I am very pleased 
that the government has announced $104 million towards student mental health in schools, including additional 
school psychologists. This will mean, and shows our community, that the McGowan government is delivering support 
for young people and vulnerable families by providing a safer environment while they are at school and also 
allowing them to be supported through mental health strategies in schools. That will allow the best possible future 
for those young people. 
I was very pleased to see measures for foster carers appear in the budget papers. During my time as a teacher and 
deputy principal in Collie, I got to know a number of foster cares. A lot of families worry about what will happen to 
the foster child they are caring for when the child turns 18. I was incredibly excited to see that we are expanding the 
Home Stretch program. Children in foster care will be supported to the age of 21, if they wish to be. The government 
allocated $41 million to deliver that initiative. I think that demonstrates our absolute commitment as a government 
to vulnerable Western Australians. Foster children are among some of the most vulnerable in our community. 
An additional $93 million in increased funding has been delivered for child protection services across the state. 
Sadly, the examples I have given members in the chamber today illustrate that these services are needed now more 
than they have been in the past. 
Because this was raised in the chamber today, I want to give a shout-out to, and rejoice in, the return of the safety 
and security rebate for seniors, which was abolished by the Liberal–National government in 2015. Several seniors 
have approached my electorate office to thank us for making sure that this is funded in the budget. They collect 
their forms and we assist them in filling them out. We are delighted to see so many of our seniors taking advantage 
of the safety and security rebate. I could go on forever, but I promise I will not. 
In conclusion, I would like to say that I am proud to be joining the McGowan Labor government this year. The 
government is delivering for everybody across Western Australia. I thank in particular the people in my electorate 
of Collie–Preston and I commend the bills to the house.  
MS E.J. KELSBIE (Warren–Blackwood) [3.48 pm]: I rise to speak on the Appropriation (Recurrent 2021–22) 
Bill 2021 and the Appropriation (Capital 2021–22) Bill 2021. It is with pride and honour that I stand here today as 
the elected representative of the diverse electorate of Warren–Blackwood. I am proud to be a regional member of 
the McGowan Labor government and was incredibly proud to watch the Premier hand down the 2021–22 state budget 
last Thursday. 
This budget is based on the core Labor values of fairness and equality—I restate, fairness and equality—compassion, 
social justice, and building sustainable communities to not only thrive but also survive for years to come. The 
2021–22 state budget delivers a strong surplus, which enables the McGowan Labor government to deliver major 
investments for all Western Australians in areas including infrastructure, social housing, hospital, mental health 
and climate action initiatives. 
We have one of the strongest economies in the world. As a state, we have outperformed our national counterparts. 
As a government, we have strong financial discipline. Our economy has grown by 4.3 per cent in 2020 to 2021. 
Business and consumer confidence is high. The state’s unemployment rate fell to its lowest level since 2013 at 
4.6 per cent, with high participation levels. In July, more West Aussies than ever were in jobs. We know that there 
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are shortages in certain sectors, in line with national trends, and this budget includes measures to address shortages 
with a focus on skilling and reskilling more West Aussies into jobs. 
The ability for people to receive a good education regardless of where they live or how much money they have is one 
of the core Labor principles. The McGowan Labor government is committed to ensuring that Western Australian 
students have the best possible opportunities to learn. I recently attended the Western Australian College of 
Agriculture open day in Denmark. It was heartening to see young people who are passionate about what they are 
learning, about their futures and about the opportunities available to them in WA. I met students from the cattle 
club and students studying viticulture, plant production, conservation, mechanics, hospitality, sustainability, and 
sheep, cattle and dairy production. 
This year’s budget demonstrates the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to invest in high-quality 
infrastructure and facilities at public schools. Science, technology, engineering and mathematics will be the future 
drivers of innovation across our region. I am proud to be part of a government that prioritises statewide investment 
in STEM and science facilities and equipment in schools. In my electorate of Warren–Blackwood we have funded 
upgrades of $400 000 to Bridgetown High School, $1 million to Manjimup Senior High School and $1.5 million 
to Denmark Senior High School to redevelop classrooms into STEM classrooms. This is great news for our future 
generation of forward thinkers, transformers and leaders. We have also invested more into science resources for 
schools across the region and will transform existing classrooms into science laboratories with funding for upgrades 
of $85 000 to Boyup Brook District High School, $460 000 to Nannup District High School and $285 000 to 
Northcliffe District High School. 
This government knows that for students to be their best at school, we also need to prioritise student wellbeing. 
There is an allocation of $104 million across WA to support student mental health and wellbeing, including additional 
school psychologists. The budget also prioritises the continuation of revitalising WA’s TAFE sector and addressing 
skills needs. Our government has slashed the fees for 180 high-priority TAFE courses under the Lower Fees, 
Local Skills initiative, including courses in tourism and hospitality, agriculture, defence, construction, engineering, 
information technology and community services. 
Quality education and access to facilities is important to me, and I am pleased that this budget prioritises this. It is 
one of my priorities to work with and support our valued organisations that deliver services to youth across our 
regions, including schools, TAFEs, alternative educators, youth groups, mental health supporters and playgroups. In 
Mt Barker, I was pleased to commit $7 000 to enable the Mt Barker playgroup to purchase new toys, lockable storage, 
a dishwasher and kitchen equipment to help it upgrade the Mt Barker playgroup facility that it shares with other 
community groups. In Augusta, I committed $100 000 to the Augusta and Districts Community Childcare centre 
to help support the establishment of a new facility. Parents are currently travelling from Augusta to Margaret River 
and Cowaramup to access childcare services. This facility will mean that mums, dads, grandcarers and carers will 
have access to quality, affordable childcare locally, enabling them to get back into the workforce, work additional 
hours if they choose or just get some respite. This commitment is in addition to the $4.74 million allocated in this 
year’s budget to improve regional families’ access to childcare by supporting the viability and sustainability of 
providers and the attraction and retention of childcare workers. 
I have committed $30 000 to the Margaret River Primary School to help it complete stage 2 of its nature playground 
and upgrade the quadrangle. When I met the principal at the primary school he talked about how the school community, 
local tradies and businesses had come together to build stage 1 of the school’s nature playground. They were excited 
to get the additional funding to enable them to enhance the space and build stage 2. 
Recently, in Bridgetown, I and the Minister for Youth, Hon Dave Kelly, met with the hardworking and dedicated 
staff, volunteers and students of the Blackwood Youth Action group to present them with a $297 274 Lotterywest 
grant. This grant goes to fund a much-needed dedicated youth space in Bridgetown. Blackwood Youth Action 
provides support to young people and at-risk youth in the shires of Boyup Brook, Bridgetown–Greenbushes, 
Nannup and Manjimup. They are an incredible team—small but perfectly formed, with a strong focus on supporting 
young people. I was also able to commit $50 000 as an election commitment to Blackwood Youth Action to help 
them purchase a vehicle for their driver support program to help young people get support in driving and getting 
their hours up. 
As a regional leader, someone who has raised my kids in the country and someone who has worked for the 
WA Country Health Service and statewide telehealth services, I know how vital it is for regional communities to 
have access to quality health care. This budget includes a record $1.9 billion boost to our state’s healthcare system. 
This money will help address the unprecedented demand on WA’s health and mental health system. In my electorate 
of Warren–Blackwood, the $19.7 million increase to the patient assisted travel scheme—or PATS, as we call it—
and the subsidy increase to $100 a night will make a real difference to the families that use this service, as will the 
change to the eligibility criteria. It has now been expanded to increase eligibility for vulnerable and disadvantaged 
people and for women travelling to give birth. 
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Regional communities also rely heavily on the Royal Flying Doctor Service. This budget prioritises $10.9 million 
for the Royal Flying Doctor Service to refurbish and replace aircraft engines. I would like to mention and commend 
a Denmark local, Chris Howden. I caught up with Chris recently at the Denmark Airport. He told me that he had 
had a heart attack and had made the long journey from his home in Denmark via ambulance to the airport to meet 
the RFDS. He is incredibly appreciative of the work that the RFDS does. Even before his health scare, over the 
last 15 years, he has been working tirelessly with a group of local volunteers from the Denmark Airport Association 
to upgrade the airport facilities. Most recently, these volunteers have worked day and night to create a transfer station 
that enables the ambulance to drive in, park under the shelter from the weather—it is often wet and windy down 
my way—and transfer the patient in protected, more comfortable conditions. It is this sort of spirit that really drives 
our communities and assists our most valued services such as the RFDS. 
We have also included a record $495 million boost to mental health support in this budget, resulting in more than 
$1.14 billion allocated in 2021–22 to the Mental Health Commission to boost mental health, alcohol and other drug 
services. Investment in mental health, especially youth mental health, is an area of great importance to me. As the 
member for Warren–Blackwood, I was pleased to support the community mental health action team—COMHAT, 
as it is called—with its development of the Boyup Brook youth zone as one of my election commitments. We are 
investing $60 000 to help progress the community wellbeing plan for Boyup Brook. This investment will help create 
a dedicated youth zone where young people in Boyup Brook can come together. The funding will also support the 
purchase of mountain bike equipment and a trailer for young people to transport equipment to various local tracks 
in the region. Projects like these are so important to communities within my electorate and I will always be a strong 
voice for the rural and regional towns in Warren–Blackwood. 
Staying connected and supported is important, especially during times of stress, need and potential isolation. The 
McGowan Labor government continues to prioritise building strong, safe and fair communities. We will continue to 
protect vulnerable children, families and individuals through our community services investments and funding for 
more initiatives to prevent family and domestic violence. 
We have invested $6.2 million to increase support payments for grandcarers. Grandparents in Warren–Blackwood 
who are primary carers for their grandchildren through an informal arrangement will now receive increased support 
payments, with annual payments for the average grandfamily with two children to increase from $650 to $2 000. I am 
incredibly pleased with this announcement and know that many in my electorate will also be. It was one of the issues 
raised with me recently—the request for additional financial support. This announcement will make a real difference. 
I am also excited by the strong investment in job-creating projects in the budget that will drive tourism and economic 
development in our region. We are continuing the successful $40 million regional economic development grants 
program. In great news for our Margaret River and great southern wine regions, we have committed $3 million 
towards the wine industry export growth partnership for our farming communities and $15 million for our agriculture 
climate resilience fund.  
Climate change has had a massive impact on the native timber industry, with slow growth leading to declining timber 
yields in the state’s native forests. Since the 1970s, there has been a 20 per cent decrease in winter rainfall in the 
south west. It has been clear for some time that the next forest management plan will require significant changes, 
and business as usual with current levels of logging is not sustainable under the forthcoming forest management 
plan 2023–2033. 
The native forest industry in WA represents only eight per cent of the total forestry sector. Since the commencement 
of the current FMP in 2014, the Forest Products Commission’s native harvest operations have operated at a loss 
of $2.8 million to the taxpayer. In comparison, the Forest Products Commission’s softwood plantation operations 
have operated at a profit of $38.7 million to the taxpayer over the life of the current FMP. It would be economically 
and environmentally irresponsible to continue with the native industry in its current form. It is estimated that half, 
or even less, of the jarrah and karri sawlog currently available for harvesting would be available under the FMP if 
we continued to harvest areas at the same rate as we do now. We want to ensure that the forest industry has a secure 
future, and to do that we must invest in plantation forestry. That is where the future of the industry lies. 
Last week the McGowan Labor government announced an end to native forest logging in the south west by 2024. It 
is a decision that the McGowan Labor government did not take lightly. It is a decision that I know has been applauded 
by the majority of my electorate, but it is also a decision that I know is incredibly stressful for areas of my electorate 
affected by the transition away from logging in the south west native forests. Our government made this decision to 
ensure that we preserve our forests, protect our biodiversity and safeguard important carbon sinks to help us transition 
to net zero carbon emissions. 
Our government also made the decision to invest $350 million in softwood over 10 years. This will create jobs and 
provide opportunities for people in communities across the south west and ensure a sustainable forest industry for 
generations to come. As part of the announcement to end the logging of our south west native forests, $50 million 
will also be invested in a Just Transition plan to support regional communities, businesses and workers through the 
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transition. I understand that for some in my electorate, this announcement has caused stress, worry and uncertainty. 
Change is hard, particularly when it involves someone’s livelihood and periods of uncertainty. Our government is 
committed to supporting employees, industry stakeholders and communities through this time. I am committed to 
supporting employees, industry stakeholders and communities through this time and to ensuring that the money 
from the transition plan goes to where it is needed and is best spent to support the people in my community. I know 
it is a difficult time for those facing transition out of the native timber industry. The McGowan Labor government 
will do everything it can to assist people affected as the transition plan becomes a reality. 
The $50 million that has been set aside to support affected workers and communities could be allocated to business 
transition funding, retraining opportunities for workers, attracting and developing new industries, diversifying 
economies and support for communities, support from financial counsellors, and enhanced redundancy packages. 
I will continue to liaise with community and industry stakeholders to hear from them about how I can help them 
over the more than two-year period of transition. 
History shows us that in 2001, under the Gallop Labor government, WA became the first state in Australia to cease 
harvesting in old-growth forests. I am proud to be part of the McGowan Labor government that is continuing this 
legacy. I value our majestic forests and I want to see them protected, but I also want to ensure that the workers, 
business owners and communities affected are supported through the transition period. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms E.J. KELSBIE: Anyone living in the regions will know how important sport and community wellbeing is in 
our towns. I have been able to commit $11 000 to the Denmark Mountain Bike Club and $15 000 to the Mt Barker 
Amateur Swim Club to purchase some timing systems. 
I would just like to touch on the money going into trails in my electorate. An amount of $12.78 million has been 
allocated to establish trail towns and centres to service existing and new trails in the great southern region of my 
electorate. For Warren–Blackwood, this will mean the realignment of the Munda Biddi Trail through the William Bay 
National Park to Denmark, new trails in the Valley of the Giants to Walpole, and upgraded trails at Castle Rock 
in the Porongurup National Park. An amount of $2.24 million has been allocated to renew walk and cycle trails 
to encourage people to visit parks in the great southern region, including existing trails in the Porongurup, 
Walpole–Nornalup and Mount Frankland National Parks.  
An amount of $1.19 million has been allocated for upgrades on the Bibbulmun Track and Munda Biddi Trail, 
including renewing camp sites, bridges and sections of the track. An amount of $1.56 million has been allocated 
for new and upgraded visitor facilities in national parks across the great southern region. 
It is pretty monumental to emerge from a global pandemic with a budget surplus. I am honoured to be part of the 
McGowan Labor government that has led, and will continue to lead, WA to a place of economic resilience and 
environmental sustainability and will drive impact and change. 
MS R.S. STEPHENS (Albany) [4.07 pm]: Today, on behalf of the community of Albany, I am delighted and proud 
to provide a reply to the Appropriation (Recurrent 2021–22) Bill 2021 and the Appropriation (Capital 2021–22) 
Bill 2021 as part of the Western Australian 2021–22 state budget. As the recently elected member for Albany, I am 
honoured to see the alignment of my values, as the local member for a very special regional electorate, embedded 
in the outstanding budget initiatives announced by Premier McGowan. I take this opportunity to thank the Premier for 
his attention to the high-priority projects for Albany that have been funded through this budget. As a candidate seeking 
election earlier this year, I spoke on behalf of my community and he listened. As a result, Albany will see transformations 
across a range of portfolios, including housing, environment, employment and skills, road safety, tourism and emergency 
management. When I joined this government, there was a comprehensive suite of priorities to attend to on behalf of 
the community. I am proud to announce that this budget goes a long way towards addressing that list of priorities. 
Delivering high-quality health care for my community of Albany is a key priority for me, and that is reflected in 
this budget. It includes $19.7 million for the patient assisted travel scheme to increase the subsidy from $60 to 
$100 a night and to increase the escort eligibility for people from vulnerable and disadvantaged groups, including 
women travelling to Perth to give birth. It also includes $10.9 million for the Royal Flying Doctor Service to upgrade 
aircraft engines. This is an incredibly important service that is heavily utilised by our community of Albany, and 
I know many stories of people, especially in my family, who have used this service for their ongoing health. The 
Albany community will be particularly grateful for the welcome investment in additional local health infrastructure, 
including $13.1 million for a radiation oncology unit at Albany Health Campus, which is now under construction. 
This will significantly benefit the Albany region more broadly, meaning that oncology patients can be treated close 
to home and their families without the need for frequent treatment in Perth. 
The dental health of the Albany community will be boosted with the injection of funding to double the capacity of 
the Albany dental clinic. I know that many parents of young children will be particularly pleased about this. 
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Another budget initiative of which I am extremely proud is the $4 million Spencer Park renewal project, which is 
part the government’s $2.1 billion housing boost. As part of this pipeline of work, eight new one and two-bedroom 
units are planned for construction to help meet the high demand for singles accommodation. On Monday, the Premier 
and I visited some of the refurbished properties in Spencer Park. We met James Bond, owner of Bondwood Services 
that has done six full house refurbishments and 14 full kitchens under the social housing economic recovery package. 
Another six houses will be refurbished under the contract and are due to be completed in 2022. As a result of SHERP, 
Bondwood Services has directly employed an extra apprentice and an additional tradesperson. There is also the 
flow-on effect of providing work for a wide range of subcontractors. James acknowledges the boost to the local economy 
that his work has provided, but he also tells the story of how great it is for the tenants of these properties. Tenants 
often visit the jobs to keep an eye on the progress of the houses because they really look forward to moving back in. On 
one of the refurbishments, the tenant was a single mum with three kids. After having been in the house for some time, 
she told James how it had changed her life for the better. She is now cooking regular healthy meals and has pride in 
her home, which she did not have before. She told James that this had turned her life around. The Spencer Park renewal 
project is about improving the overall amenity of the suburb, as well as the housing options available to improve the 
liveability and connection for all people living in Spencer Park. Having grown up in Spencer Park, I am thrilled to 
see the suburb receive this commitment from the McGowan Labor government. The renewal of Spencer Park has 
been a high priority of mine, and I am confident that this investment will make the suburb a more vibrant and attractive 
place to live. We will see better road connections and more footpaths and landscaping, but this project will also help 
to modernise and improve the variety of housing available to the most vulnerable people in Albany. 
Last Saturday night, I attended the Master Builders Bankwest Building Excellence Awards, Great Southern. It was 
a fantastic night that showcased many of the talented people in the construction industry in Albany. The highlight 
of the evening for me was presenting Katie Woodhams from KBuilt Construction—the only female-owned and 
led building company in Albany—the award for best office space for under $1.5 million for the construction of the 
new visitor hub at the historic Strawberry Hill Farm. The National Trust of Australia was a recipient of a regional 
economic development grant for this project. 
An additional $3.2 million is committed in this budget for new trails at Mount Adelaide and Mount Clarence. This 
investment will significantly boost our reputation as a cycle-friendly city and will help drive destination tourism. 
This is coupled with my small election commitment of $150 000 to the Albany Mountain Bike Club for the 
construction of a multipurpose shed, complete with a bike wash down bay, to assist with the ongoing extensions 
and long-term maintenance of the Poikeclerup downhill tracks. 
There is a significant boost to bushfire and emergency risk management in this budget, with a commitment of 
$281.8 million statewide to boost frontline emergency services and help communities recover from major disasters, 
which Albany has experienced. It is welcomed news that the personnel in Albany will be boosted with additional 
career firefighters to help respond to emergencies. 
Funding for regional businesses to thrive and grow has been particularly well spent in Albany with examples of 
business success linked to co-contribution grants through the value add agribusiness investment attraction fund, which 
is overseen by the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development and designed to support investment 
in new projects and expansions. One of the businesses that received this grant was Handasyde Strawberries, which 
was successful in rounds 1 and 2 of the value add agribusiness investment attraction. Handasyde is a family-owned 
strawberry farm that has transformed into a family-friendly visitor attraction that includes a cafe and a farm-fresh 
store featuring an art gallery and a new nature-based children’s playground. 
In 2019, Handasyde received $75 000 for capital expenditure, which was spent on a freeze dryer. This co-contribution 
grant allowed it to purchase a freeze dryer, which has enabled the reduction in strawberry wastage to next to 
zero per cent and resulted in the development of a range of high-end retail products with freeze-dried strawberries. 
Local and statewide businesses have also benefited from utilising Handasyde’s freeze dryer on a contract basis 
for fruit drying, medicinal mushroom drying, camel milk powder production and buttermilk production. These 
businesses have benefited from business growth and the extension of the shelf life of products. Lyn and Neil are 
hardworking members of the Albany community, and I look forward to seeing them to continue to succeed. 
The regional economic development grants program is a $40 million state government initiative. Over seven years, 
this investment in local projects has stimulated economic growth in regional Western Australia. The grants boost 
investment in local regional projects that contribute to population and economic growth. Himac Group’s skid steer 
attachments is without doubt Albany’s manufacturing success story, having gone from strength to strength since 
it began as a small family business in 2002. Himac received funding from the McGowan government during stage 2 
of the RED grants rollout. This grant went directly towards implementing a digital infrastructure for on-the-job 
training within its new manufacturing facility. These digital systems are critical to ensuring new welders and factory 
hands are given the focus and guidance for a successful career. At the time that Himac received the grant, it had 
54 employees. In the 18 months since, it has created 13 new local jobs and now employs 67 people. With the incredible 
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growth that Himac has had, particularly in the face of the pandemic, planning is already underway for a third Albany 
manufacturing facility, which is due to open in 2024. 
This budget will continue efforts to revitalise WA’s TAFE and training sector—a sector in which I worked and 
for which I retain a passionate interest—with a $198 million investment per annum in regional WA over the 
next four years, including a $17 million upgrade to South Regional TAFE, Albany campus, for a new trade 
workshop. I was very welcoming of the $19.2 million statewide vocational education and training career taster 
program for year 9 students because I was the regional manager of Worklink WA and had firsthand experience 
in delivering programs to students in schools. VET coordinators say that year 9 is the right time for students to 
receive such programs. 
This budget further benefits the community of Albany through unprecedented investment in education, which is 
the lifeblood of our future. Education improves economic growth, raises standards of living, strengthens the economy 
and develops our human capital. In my electorate of Albany alone, this government is investing heavily in education 
with $7.5 million to upgrade the administration blocks at Albany Senior High School; a $6.3 million performing 
arts centre at Albany Senior High School, and as a former student of that school, having done lots of performances, 
I know that that is needed; $1.1 million for STEM classrooms at Albany Senior High School and North Albany 
Senior High School; and the very welcome $16.6 million rebuild at Mount Lockyer Primary School, which is 
under construction. 
Road safety is also high on my agenda. Creating a safer road environment through the implementation of a safe 
outcome approach helps reduce death and injury on our roads and minimises road trauma. That is why I am excited 
to see a commitment of $669 million in road safety across the state. After delivering a record investment in regional 
roads over the past four years, I am excited to see more investment in regional roads, including $175 million for 
the Albany ring-road, which is already under construction, and $28 million for the regional road safety program to 
invest in the repairing and rebuilding and road safety treatments on more than 320 kilometres of roads in the great 
southern. I have received much feedback about the road safety program projects that have already been delivered 
in my electorate.  
The 2021–22 budget significantly invests in helping regional Western Australians stay active, healthy and 
connected with their communities, including a $1.6 million renovation of the Albany Surf Life Saving Club. This 
will improve the functionality of the clubrooms and the accessibility of the emergency response team that volunteers 
tirelessly with other emergency service agencies, such as the Albany Sea Rescue Squad. I would like to acknowledge 
the Albany Sea Rescue Squad, which was awarded the outstanding group operations award at the Department of 
Fire and Emergency Services Marine Rescue Western Australia Awards for its search for two men who were swept 
off rocks near Cheynes Beach in February. These people are the heroes of our community. They risk their lives, time 
and skills to save the lives of others. I cannot commend them highly enough and I am so grateful that this government 
prioritises funding for their operations so that they can continue to keep our communities safe. 
In closing, I again thank the Premier for the delivery of the budget as Treasurer. It is transformational in its scope 
and attractive in its local focus on my Albany community. We will see the benefit of the foresight in the coming years. 
MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Treasurer) [4.19 pm] — in reply: I thank all the members who spoke in the 
second reading debate on the Appropriation (Recurrent 2021–22) Bill 2021 and the Appropriation (Capital 2021–22) 
Bill 2021. I realise that there have been a great many comments and a lot of members have spoken about the importance 
of their electorate. I just heard the member for Albany outlining a range of those matters. It is important that particularly 
new members acknowledge the issues surrounding their individual electorates. It is terrific to hear about all those issues. 
I want to make a few points about the state budget. For the third year in a row, net debt will decline to $32.1 billion. 
That is more than $11 billion less, or 26 per cent lower, than the debt across the forward estimates when we arrived 
in office. It was climbing to $43.7 billion. As a consequence, we are the only government in Australia in the course 
of the last four and a half years to have paid down debt. Every other government has increased debt. I note some 
members, including the Leader of the Opposition, incorrectly stated the debt figure when we came to office. It was 
forecast to go to $43.7 billion, and we reduced that to $32.1 billion despite $9 billion of COVID spend. Net direct 
debt is forecast to be stable. It rises modestly to $36 billion by 2024–25. That is still $4.2 billion lower than was 
projected in the Pre-election financial projections statement and despite a $30.7 billion asset investment program. 
It reflects a very careful assessment of the iron ore price across the forward estimates. 
When this government came to office, state debt was based upon the net-debt-to-revenue ratio, which is a metric 
used by credit rating agencies. It was the worst of all the states. Now it is the best of all the states. Ours will fall to 
60.4 per cent in 2024–25, compared with 200 per cent in Victoria and 128 per cent in New South Wales. That was 
calculated prior to their lockdowns, so no doubt they will be worse off than that. No additional borrowings are required 
on the consolidated account over the next four years. Standard and Poor’s analysis that it put out on budget day was 
fairly glowing about the state government’s budget, as was Moody’s. That we have that level of financial management 
in place is good news for current and future Western Australians. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 16 September 2021] 

 p4127d-4137a 
Ms Jodie Hanns; Ms Elizabeth Kelsbie; Ms Rebecca Stephens; Mr Mark McGowan 

 [9] 

I just want to post one warning to people. I note that overnight the iron ore price again fell, so it is now at $US113. 
Back in May it was $US240 and it is now $US113. When people say that we should assume the very high levels 
of iron ore price will continue forever, that is wrong. The iron ore price is quite a concern. Obviously, a large part 
of our revenue depends on that, but it is now down to $US113. Next year and across the forward estimates we estimate 
the iron ore price will be $US66, so we still have a significant buffer. But across this financial year, we estimated 
it to be $US121, from memory, but it is below that. It has been above that for a time leading up to now, across this 
year, so we are hopeful it will at least stabilise at this level and, hopefully, climb back to what we thought it would 
be when we set the budget parameters. It is inevitably volatile. It depends upon a lot of factors outside our control 
and so estimating is difficult. That is why it requires very careful estimations. 
I refer to spending on health. The budget provides an additional $1.9 billion investment in health and mental health 
across the forward estimates. That will deliver 332 additional beds, 100 new doctors, 500 nurses, a $100 million 
emergency department support package and $495 million for mental health, including a range of additional services, 
beds, facilities and the like. Health and mental health now receive $10.6 billion or around 30 per cent of the total 
spend in the budget. This state spends more per capita on health than any other state in Australia—by a considerable 
margin. We do not build in the COVID spend across the forward estimates because we do not know whether we 
will need it. Therefore, the budget reflects that. At some point in the future, hopefully, our COVID spend will decline 
significantly and we will not need hundreds of millions of dollars built in for COVID. That is why there is what is 
perceived by some people as a decline in health spend. It is not. It is just that the COVID spend stops at some point 
in the future and, if we need to, we will continue it. But, hopefully, we will be in a situation that means we do not 
have to fund COVID at the levels we currently are. 
In total, the health budget has grown from $8.8 billion in 2016–17 to $10.1 billion today, which is a 14 per cent increase. 
The budget allocates $800 million for unforeseen costs with $240 million set aside for WA Health if necessary. 
The budget invests $3.1 billion in health infrastructure across Western Australia, which includes $1.8 billion for the 
construction of a new women’s and babies’ hospital. I understand that the member for Vasse criticised this amount. 
I note that in the 2020–21 election campaign, the costings launched by the former member for Churchlands set 
aside $3 million for the women’s and babies’ hospital. That was the commitment of the Liberal Party and the 
Nationals WA for the women’s and babies’ hospital. Although it is in the member for Nedlands’ electorate, it services 
the needs of women, babies and indeed their families from all over Western Australia, both the regions and the city. 
Setting aside $1.8 billion to fund it is a terrific use of our financial success of today for a project that will meet the 
needs of the state for a century to come. That is terrific news and shows our state’s financial strength. 
We have put in place $350 million across the next 10 years, which is $35 million or so a year, to expand WA’s 
softwood plantations. That will ensure an ongoing capacity to meet the needs of the construction industry from 
softwood planted in Western Australia. That will secure around 2 000 jobs in the softwood industry, plus 140 jobs 
in planting. The advice I have been given is that it is perhaps the biggest investment in softwood plantations of 
any state in history. It is a terrific investment in an industry that will meet the needs of the construction industry, 
and it is a significant carbon sink. 
On top of that, we put $50 million into a transition plan to get out of native forest logging. Obviously, the Liberals 
and Nationals have criticised us over that, but it is not a sustainable industry and it is a dying industry. We are 
providing support to continue the provision of timber for industry and to get out of an industry that is no longer 
sustainable, and do the right thing by the environment. I suppose if the Liberals and Nationals want to take the policy 
to start logging our native forests again to the next election, it is up to them, but I suspect most Western Australians 
will welcome that we have a transition plan, we are doing the right thing by the environment, we are stopping 
logging native forests and we have given plenty of notice about our intentions in that regard. 
I refer to spending in regional Western Australia. An amount of $4.2 billion is committed to royalties for regions 
in the state budget. That is just a fraction of our massive investment in the regions. A record $9.1 billion will be 
invested in regional WA to build hospitals, health facilities, schools, roads and other infrastructure. We will invest 
in hospitals all over the state. The list includes Peel Health Campus, Bunbury Regional Hospital, Geraldton hospital, 
Newman District Hospital, Meekatharra District Hospital, Tom Price Hospital and Laverton Hospital. They are 
just a few of the hospitals either being completely redeveloped or rebuilt. There is a terrific contribution to health 
infrastructure and a range of other projects in towns all around Western Australia. 
Then there is spending on roads, schools and other infrastructure around the state. There is $9 billion worth of 
spending on identifiable infrastructure in regional WA in this budget. Only nine per cent of that, or $828 million, 
will be funded by royalties for regions. Members can see that this is the biggest investment in infrastructure in 
history across regional WA. We are investing in high-quality services, including in health care, education, police 
and more. As the Minister for Police knows, 950 police officers will be recruited, many of whom will go to regional 
WA. That is an incredible investment in the regions. 
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There are proper processes around these things. I recall the last government’s massive blowouts in projects in 
some towns and massive losses that were really quite extraordinary. We have not seen that under this government. 
We have proper processes and Treasury is engaged in them. The last government had two budget processes—the 
Nationals WA budget process and the Liberal Party budget process. It was a complete financial disaster for 
Western Australia and we have had to do significant repair work. We will continue to do that and I suspect future 
governments will have to repair the damage that was done. 
In terms of household tariffs, and fees and charges, nearly $400 million will be invested to keep the basket of 
household fees and charges below the rate of inflation. Transperth and Transwa fares will be frozen for a year. Water 
and electricity charges will be limited to the consumer price index. We are going to put in place a wonderful initiative 
from 1 January 2022 whereby the cost of any Transperth fare will be limited to two zones. Currently, some areas 
have nine zones. Transperth fares will be limited to two zones so public transport is more affordable for families 
who use public transport. It will get people onto trains and buses and make public transport cheaper for families. 
This is a significant cost-of-living measure for people who live in areas as far afield as Dawesville. 
Fees and charges under this government compared with the last government have on averaged increased by around 
half. Some people have called for tax reform. Tax reform means two things: either cut taxes and/or put in place 
a transferral. One measure called for by the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia is to get rid 
of stamp duty and put an annual land tax on everyone’s house around Western Australia. When the CCI announced 
that measure, the estimated cost would have been around $8 000 a year on everyone’s house, which, of course, we 
are not going to do, no matter how much the CCI says it. I find the idea that that is somehow a tax reform and 
somehow helps anybody laughable. 
In any event, it is important that this state is financially strong because it allows us to pay off debt, allows us to have 
surpluses and allows us to invest if we need to. We do not know what is around the corner. We do not know whether 
there will be another pandemic or another crisis of whatever nature. It is important that the state has the capacity to 
invest. Therefore, having the lowest debt per capita, having the best net-debt-to-revenue ratio of any state in Australia, 
and being the only state in surplus is important to our capacity to respond in the future. 
Our $9 billion response to COVID is because we managed the finances well and because we kept our industries 
open. Some people have criticised that and have said that it had nothing to do with the government. We actually 
kept the state and industry pretty much COVID-free. When revenue comes in from gold, alumina, iron or gas, it is 
because we have kept the industry open over a very difficult period. New South Wales has had massive disruption 
to its mining industry, relatively small as it is, and it closed down the construction industry. We avoided that and, 
therefore, ensured that revenues have continued to flow to both the state and also the commonwealth government. 
The income generated by people working in those industries continues to circulate throughout the economy, which 
provides further revenue in terms of GST and the like to all governments around the Australia. That is why managing 
COVID in a way that has prevented outbreaks in our state has helped the entire country. I understand that that is 
not appreciated. I note the federal Treasurer, Mr Frydenberg, keeps demanding that we bring down our borders and 
introduce COVID into Western Australia, but that is not a policy I want to adopt before such time as we have very, 
very high levels of vaccination. I do not understand why people keep insisting on that. They are stuck in a Sydney 
bubble and they do not understand that there is another Australia out there and that we prefer not to deliberately 
import COVID until such time as we have very high levels of vaccination. I keep telling them that at some point 
in time we will bring down border arrangements with the east, particularly New South Wales and Victoria, because 
we do not have borders with other states in effect, but it is not now. I genuinely do not want to infect people and 
have people die. I do not know why they keep arguing that we do that. I just do not think they understand there is 
another Australia out there that is COVID-free. They continually say, “We’ve got to get out of lockdown.” We do 
not have lockdowns. We are not in lockdown. But for some reason there is a collective Stockholm syndrome among 
the senior leadership of the Liberal Party in New South Wales, combined with Mr Frydenberg, who seem to think 
that we are in lockdown. We are not. We are holding the AFL grand final next week, for goodness sake! There will 
be 60 000 people at the stadium. I just do not know why they keep doing that and why they cannot accept that states 
are at different places and are moving at different paces. But the pace in this state is way in front of other states 
because we are open and free and everyone is operating as normal. For some reason they do not seem to get that. 
The commonwealth government always thinks that there should be one size fits all for the entire country. It does 
not recognise that different states are in different positions at different times and the one-size-fits-all approach does 
not always work. Sometimes there is a need for consistency in some laws, arrangements and the like. But at other 
times, there is not. This is a time when there needs to be some recognition of difference. In any event, we will 
continue to hold the line that we want to remain COVID-free as best we can until such time as we have very high 
levels of vaccination. 
On that note, I encourage everyone to get vaccinated. The most important thing that people can do is to take advantage 
of this opportunity. There are no excuses now for people not to get vaccinated. Please get vaccinated. It will keep 
you alive, your family alive and your community safe, and it will ensure that when rules are put in about who can do 
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what, you will be free and open to do anything. If people are not vaccinated, that will not be the case. That is why 
it is in everybody’s interest to get vaccinated. It is in the nation’s and the state’s interest as well. 
I come back to the budget. In an overarching sense, the budget set aside today’s financial strength for important 
projects tomorrow—whether that is a desalination plant, a women’s and babies’ hospital, a social housing initiative 
or softwood plantations; there is a long list of them—that will be here for decades to come and will benefit 
Western Australians for decades to come. We are in a strong, good financial and economic situation. We want to 
make sure that that continues. 
I thank all members for their contributions to the budget debate. I look forward to the budget passing. 
Questions put and passed. 
Bills read a second time. 
Pursuant to standing order 222, bills and estimates referred to Estimates Committees A and B. 
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